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Update: Officer-Involved Shooting Presented to Grand Jury 
 
Toledo, OH (March 22, 2019): An officer-involved shooting incident from December 20 of 2018 was 
presented to the Lucas County Grand Jury today. The Grand Jury determined that no additional 
investigation was necessary in the case, thus ending the criminal investigation.  
 
According to department policy, an officer may use deadly force when the officer reasonably 
believes the action is in the defense of human life, including the officer’s own life, or in defense of 
any person in imminent danger of serious physical injury.  
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Update: Detained Michigan Homicide Suspect Shot During Struggle  

 
Toledo, OH (December 21, 2018): Toledo Police are identifying Officer Carl Schwirzinski II, age 42, as 
the officer who shot homicide suspect Damon Barstad inside the Toledo Police Safety Building last 
Thursday. Barstad charged officers as they opened the holding cell he was being held in. During the 
struggle, Barstad was shot once. Officer Schwirzinski, a Field Operations day-shift officer hired in 
November of 2010, was assigned to guard Barstad at the time of the incident.  
 
The investigation remains on-going. Additional information will be released when available.  
  
 
Toledo, OH (December 20, 2018): Detectives are investigating a shooting inside Toledo Police 
headquarters Thursday afternoon. At about 12:30 p.m., Damon Barstad, age 23 of Warren, Michigan, 
charged officers as they opened the holding cell he was being held in. During the struggle, Barstad, a 
homicide suspect out of Warren, Michigan, was shot once by a Toledo Police officer and died at the 
scene. Barstad was not handcuffed at the time of the shooting and had gained control of an officer’s 
Taser.  
 
Warren Police Department detectives took Barstad into custody around 3:30 a.m. this morning at 
the Days Inn hotel (1800 Miami St., Toledo, OH). Barstad was wanted in relation to a homicide that 
occurred in Warren, Michigan. Warren PD requested Toledo Police assistance and Barstad was then 
transported to the Safety Building, Toledo Police headquarters, where he was temporarily detained 
during the time of the shooting.  
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Detectives continue to investigate this incident and will be conducting numerous witness interviews. 
In addition, an Internal Affairs investigation and Firearms Review will be conducted. As in all officer-
involved shootings, the case will be presented to the Lucas County Grand Jury by the Lucas County 
Prosecutor’s Office.  
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